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The Times of men are in the band 
of God. 


Occafioned by that awfull Providence which hapneding | 
BOSTON in NEW ENGLAND, the ath day of the 34} 
Moneth 1675. (vhen part ofa Veffel was blown up in 
the Harbour, and nine men hurt, andthree mortally 
wounded) wherein is (hewed how we fhould’ 
fir Gite che dreadfull Name of God» : 
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To the READER, 


Ow unfearchable are the Pudgments of God? how 
are his w.yes paft finding out ® Sometimes his 
+ awfill band talteth only upon the Righteous as 
toTemporaih Fudgments. Sometimes only upon 
the wicked, fometimes he doth cut off both together. And 
shis to theend that man fhould find nothing after him, 
whem wee cannot trace. his fudgments are agreat deep. His 
way isin the Sea, his path ss in the great waters, and his foot- 
feps are not known. Neverthele{s there ss 4 day coming (and 
the Lord haften that day) which isa day of Revelation, 
when the myftery of providence fhall be opened in the fight 
and hearing of all the earth. \w the meantime it becometh uy 
not ro cenfure thofe that are made Examples of divine Seve- 
rity: and yet with Humility and an Holy Féartotake notice 
of the folemn works of God, confidering that it ts Jaid, they 
who regard not the works of the Lord nor the operaticn 
of his hand fhall be deftroyed. The Lord expects that we 
fhould not fuffer juch wemendous Difpenfations, as that. 
which occafioned the Preaching of this Sermon, pafs with 
om deep and ferrowfull obfervation. Even the mtn of Beth- ~ 
fhemeth, when the Lord had {mitten{o many among them 
witha great flanghter Lamented and faid who isable to 
{tand before this holy Lord God? [hall we be more fiu- 
pid and fenjelefs than they ? when Uzza ( though a goed man) 
dyed by a {adden ftroke of God upon him, David called the 
place Perez-u2zah and he was afraid of God that day. 
How mawy perez-u2zas may we [peak of ? Look inthis Town, 
end inthat Town, and inthe other Town, and swe may fee 
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To the Reader 


Places that. may bear the'name of Percz \.22a. It will be 
good for us to keep alive in our Hearts, a reverentiall and 
filial fear of the infinite Majefty, who hath an abfcluse domi- 
nion overus and ours, and may doe to us and with us, what 
he will and ‘cannot doe us wrong. And it will be good 
for us when our fouls have in remembrance the wormweod 
and the gall, tobe humbled for thole fins which have pro- 
woked the Lord, to infltc# uch bitter firokes. Doubslefs 
that fin of diftegatd tothe word of God, # that which 
efpeciagll hath provoked the eyes of his glory, Hiw many 
are there that give way to their own floth, and fet them- 
felves to fleep at Sermons, albeit that ws a fin which 
God femetime hath, punifhed with fuddsa death, nit- 
nefs the awfull example of Eutichus Aéfs. 20. 9. 
How many that turn their backs upon the -biefling of 
God when pronounced by thofewhom God hath chofen 
to minifter, and to biefs in his Name , though often 
Glemnly rcproved for it inte Name of the Lord, who hath 
‘aid, that hethat being often reproved hardueth his neck, 
foall be defroyed fuddesly 2? How many that...make little 
or no Corcience to meditate on,or to practice the things 
which they have heard? Js tt not a Pyavidence to be 
obfer ved , that thofe dreadfull thandings and lightnings 
which have been among? us from year to year, where- 
by zeta fow have been flain, have for the moft part 
hiprid upon, or near unto that day when the filver trum- 
pet of the gofpel is went 10 found, as if Cod flould. fay 
jrom Heaven, if you will not hear my word {peaking 
nuto you » the voice of the Lord fhall fhake the wile 
dernels, hat [ball come which fall make you bear. 
dnd it will be goed for ws to prepare for the el 
ie 0 


of Times or things that may befall us in this world, 
Confidering thas tudden changes upon particular Per- 
fons are warnings tothe whole. Yea andto pray that 
that which thefe things feem to Portend may be diver- 
ted: yea to pray, that our (un may not goe down 
overus at noon, andthat the Zord would not darken 
the earth in the cleer day. | 

rf the Publication ofthis Sermon ( fuch as it 1) may 
tend to awaken any to confider the things of their 
Peace, in this their day, (although the Importunity of 
ochers greatly concerned in the late awfull difpenfaion, 
hath conftrsined therennto againft my thoughts and incli- 
nations) I fhslb have caufe to rejoyce thereat. I dare 
nor, but from time to time, (after my poor manner ) 
take notice of the folemn Providences ofGod, that fo 
I may endeavour that my felf and others may make that 
Improvement of them, which the glorious and bleffed God 
looketh for, For indced my foul dreads to be found a- 
mong ft the number of fleeping Watchmen. en et 
—— Pofsibly fome may wonder, that I fosuld fo frequent- 
ly appear in this way , who am the leat amongR my 
Brethrens and alfo one that hath his Head and Hands 
and Heart, otherwife full of thoughts and Labours. The 
Truth is (although 1 fhould not be weary in well doing, 
yet {uch is mine infirmity as that) I am weary, And if 
the Lord give me to finit two [mal Treatifes > which 
have upon the Anvill, (and which 1 doe confefs my 
Heart ts much upon) the one concerning Chrift and 
Heaven, the other refpecting, The Riling Genera- 
tion in. New-England, J doe not Purpofe (although I 
fosuld live much longer then I think I fall) to be any 
mare troublefome in this way. : 
| > I have 
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Tothe Reader. M 


I have long expected that Chrift would come and cal © 
for mes but 1 know that untill my work be dove,1 aim 2 
immortall, And 1 truft that the Lord in whoie hand ‘ 
my Times are, will enable to finife the work, which he 
hath given we to doe in the world, 

Let the godly Reader heip me by his Prayers, who need 
them, And who am 
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Bofton 9rh: ‘Anunworthy fervant of — ' 
of 4h-Moneth fej Chrif 
1675. ‘ 
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BECSOOSSSERERELN CEST TRGS 
Pral, 31.15. 
— QA Times arein thy Hand-2- 


He Pen-man of this Pfalme was David as we may 
fee by. the Title of it, where ic is faid to be a P/alme 
of David, Concerning the time and occafion of che 
penning offic, there are various ConjeCtures, Some 
think chatic was occafioned by Sauls Perfecution. Others con- 
ceive that David wrote this Pfalm in the time when he 
was'perfecuted by Abfalom. And chis Jatter feems ¢& be the 
mere probable Conjecture, For thereare divers paflages 
therein, which fait with the ftateand eondition that David was 
in when purfued.by Abfolom, ec, g. Thofe expreffiens in the 


wid with greif, my life pent with greif, and my years with 


atthistime cometothe clofe of his dayes, and that he wasin 
_exiremity of geiefand forrow, Now che greateft forrows that 
ever came upon David, were thofe that hapned to him in, the 
_Wayes of Abfelom; then alfo was he neer uncohis end. Again, 


| becanfe of mine iniquity, when as the affli@tions which came upes 
himunder Saul, were not beeaufe ef any {pecial iniquity which 
be had been guilty of, but for tryaf, and chat fo he might. there- 
| by be fitted to doc greater Service for Godin his Genetation, 


| were the fcuit of his fin and back-fliding from God, Likewife 
\ghat paflage inthe 21 verfewhere he faith the Lord bath focw- 
ed me his marvelous kinducffe as iss a fireng City, was liccerally 
falfilledin Abfoloms time: for then David was at Afabanaim, 
faa much kindneffe was thewed uato him therein, However. 
\eestainit is chat David was at.chistimeia great diftreffe and, 
ia A. -- therefore 
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| Sighing, Thofe expreffions feem to intimate, that David. was 


in he Jatter part of the och verfehe faith Ady Strength failerh 


‘but che affi@ions which came upon him in Abfolemsdayes, . - 
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therefore his {cope in this Pfalm is to pray for deliverance out 
of trouble, Therearein this Context divers arguments to 
{trengthen his faith in prayer, in that he had put bis tralt in God 
verfe 14 ItrufPédintheeO Lord. Thatsa great argument to be 
nfed in prayer, a man would be fothto fail another that confi- 
dethin him, much lefs will the Holy bleffed God difappoint 
thofe that doe indeed pu: their truftin him, 2; From the 
coalideration ofthat Covenant Intereft which he hadin God, 
ibid. Thou art my God. Thatis a mighty argument. He chat 
can fay unto God thou art mine, thou haft in the Covenant 
ergaged chy felf to me, asmy Ged, may expe Salvation from . 
him, 3, Hedoch Strengthen his faith from the confideration 
of the Providence of God, fo in the words of the Texr. 

Wee fhall not detain you with any opening of the words, 
befides what may be fpoken to under the Doéfrine from them, 
which is . 


That the Times of men are in the hand 
of God. 
Now for the clearing of this Do@rine four things may be = 
attended. 1. To fhew what is here meant by the hand of God. 

“3. What times of men are inthe Lordshand. 3, Howie 
doth appear that the times of men arein Gods hand, 4, The 
Reafons ef this Doctrine. 

, Quel. 3, what as here meant by the hand of God? 

, Anfw. 1. There is the hand of Divine power. - Strengthis - 
manifefted by the hand; we fay ofa ftrong manthatheisa man 
of his hands, fo the Lords ftrength and power itis denoted by 
hishand. Itis faidconcerning Elijah thatthe band of the Lord 
was upon him and he ran before Ahab 1. Kings. 18. 4. that is the 
power of God was upon him, enabling of him fotoruu, And 
Ezekiel faith the hand of the Lord was nponme Chap.37.1. that 
isa mighty power of Prophecy. Thus Pfal.74.11. why with- 
draweft thon thy hand pluck it ont of thy bofom, that is to fay exert 
and put forth thy almighty power. Mai. 59.1. The Lords band 
is not Poortened that it cannot fave. God hath as much power — 
as ever he had, heis as able to fave his people now as ever hg 
was, thereforeis it faid that his hand is not fhortned, Where- 
fore when it is faid that the times of men are in the hand of God, 
The mearisg is that he hath power to difpofe of their times, | 

. men 
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menhave not power to difpofe of their own times, nor‘have 
others that power but the Lord alone. 

2. Thereis the hand of divine Providence, Job.2.10. Shad 
wee receive good at the hana.of God and foall wee not receive evil, 
The Providence of God doth difpence aftli@ions as well as mer- 

cyes to his people, therefore are they faid to receive evill as 
well as good at the hand of God, So Chap. 19, 21, Have pitty 
‘upon me O ye my friends, for the hand of God hath touched me, 
that is to fay, the Providence of God is gone forth againft me. 
(1, Pet.5.6. Humble your felves under the mighty hand of God, 
i-e. under the afflicting difpenfations of his divine Pr ovidence, & 
| Solomon faith that the righteons & the wife and their works are in 
the hand of God Eccle. 9.1. 

_ Bzeciufe bozh the Perfons and the works of the beftand 
-moft prudent men are guided by a divine Providence, When 
God hath beltowed gifts and graces uponany man, qualifiing 
him for Service, he doth bya fecret providence order what 
_workhe fhall doe, wherefore the divine Providence is intended 
by that Hand, which the text fpeaketh of. David doth here 
encourage himfelf from the Confideration of the All-difpofing 
Providence of God. Wee come to afecond enquiry viz.wbat #4 
meant by the Times of men which are faid to be in the band of God? . 

Anfw. 1. The beginning of a mans time ss in the Lords 
hand, We ordereth when every man fhall come into,the world, 
‘Hence tt is faid chat there is a time tobe born Eccle.3.2. that 
is to fay, God hath fet and decermined the time wherein every 


21.2. Sarah conceived and bare Abraham a San in his old age, at 
ithe fet time of which God had fpoken tobim. The Lord had fer 


true ‘with reference unto all men that ever were or fhall be 
brought forth into che world, Hence fome are bornoin one age 
jand fome in another. Some before the Law, others under the 
Law, and others in the dayes of the Gofpel, fince Chrift the Son 
lof God hath come inte the world. He in whofe hand are the 
|times of men doth order in what time and under what difpenfa- 
eion each man fhalllive. © © 9 °° 
(2. Theend of amans time ws inthe Lords hand, The time 
when he fhall goe out of the world, as well as the time of his 
coming into it, the day of death as well as‘ the day of bis birth. 
ba A 2' Hence 
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jman fhall be born. It was faid with refpect unto Ifaac Ger. 


the time when Ifaac fhould come into the world, the fame is 
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4 the Times of men are in rhe hana of God. 
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Pareondi Pfalmift doth not onely fay my Zime in the fingular Number, 


Hence Solemon faith there ss atime to cye Eccl3.2, The diy of 
ama:s death is emphaticaly called 4a time Eccle. 9.12, 2fan 


Rnowerk not hee time, thatis to fay he kooweth net the time wien . 


he fhalldy and goe out of this world, and this ume is in the 
Lords hand, and therce is faid to be appointed Hebr. 9.27. Is 
ts appointed xnto all menonce to aye, There is indeed « fratute 
Law determining that every Sinner hall dye, Gen. 2.17. and 
in that refpe& death is appointed, but befides that it is appoin- 
tedin the eternall Decree of God. Not onely the thing, bur 
the time and all the Circumftances atrending the deach of any 
man, were appointed y the Lord. Henceit was faid, The time 
drew nigh that Ifrael muff dye, Gen. 47.29, Gods time was come 
and therefore Jacob now muff dye, 

3. The duration of a mans times inGods hand, Not onely 
when he fhall come into thejworld, but how long he thal! con- 
tinue in it, whether he fhall be long lived or fhort lived. Fir 
whena man cometh into the world, no one can tell whether 
he fhall dye in Childhood, or in Youth, or in his middle age, or 
in his old ape, but God in whofe hand is his Time knoweth 
how it fhall be, wherefore Job faith, Zwill wait al thedayes of 
my [appointed time] till my change come Chap 14.v.14. And in 
‘the fifth verfe of that Chaprer he faith of every man that has 
wlayes are Actermined, the number of his moncths are with thee, thow 
baft appointed bis bounds that he cannet pals: Notonely the num- 
ber of the years, but the moneths nay the dayes chat every man 
fhafl live are determined by God, and beyond that time he half 


not live oneday. This thenis Davids meaning when he faith © 


my times are in thy band, Thou canit make me live as long as thou 
wilt, notwithftanding my enemyes feek for my life, 


be a fig- 4. Thofe Changes of time that a people or perfon may in this 
1 


World pafs under are ordered by the hand of God. Her.cethe 


varieta- but my Zimes in the plurall Number, i.e. both profperous 
uatem- and adverfe Seafons, There are vic'flizudes of times, we read 
1S Of the times that went ever David, and over Tract, and. over the. 


Ae y Kingdomes of the Countreyes 1 Chron, 29.30. one whileic was 
py 


atime of peaceand profperity, another while it was atime of 
great diftraction and mifery, thus did times pafs over them. As 
in publick Concerns, Times may change, it isin the Lords hand 
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to change them when andjas he pleafeth Dan. 2.21. He chang- 
eth the times, he removeth kings and fecteth up kings, So as ta 
particular perfoas, times may change with them, he that is now 
in profperity, may ona fuddain be caft into great mifery, Pfal. 
(39.6,7. I faid in my profperity 1 foal never be moved, thon did 
bide thy face and I Was troubled. How fo? Abfoloms Rebellion 
bronght a fuddain change upon David. ‘Profperous feafons 
-areinthe Lords hand, Thisisintended bythe Pfalmift, Thou 
Lerd (faich he) canft make my dayes to be as profperous as thou 
wile. And adverfe feafons thefe are called Zimes Pial. 10.1, 
(Why hideft chow thy felf in times ef trouble? And chefeare all 
ordered by the hand of the moft high, 
«4g, The time “of Deliverance out of trouble ss in Geds hand, 
Thus the Chaldee Paraphraft underftands thefe words, my times 
| are in thy hand viz, thetimeof my Redemption, but though 
| the words matt not be fo confined, yet that is implyed in them, 
God hath determined the time when, as well as the meanes 
| whereby, he will fave his people out oftrouble Pfal. 102. 13. 
| Thejtime to fave Zion, yea the fet time se come, Deliverance 
| our of trouble will nor arife untill che Lords time be come, Da- 
| vid hoped for Deliverance in the dayes of Saul eventill his eyes 
failed with looking for Salvation, but it came not as foonas he 
looked for it, becaufe the Lords time was rot yer. Great have 
been the expectations of rhefe dayes that Rome fhould fall, and 
‘that che Churches finall Deliverance from the Perfecucion of 
Anti-Chrift frould be accomplifhed at fuch a time and at fuch a 


thefe difappointments is, in that men have been expecting thefe 


things before the Lords time be fullfilled, Deliverance then 


will not come before the (et time, nor fay one day longer than 
that time, Hence is chat obfervable place of Scripture Exo.12.41. 
And it came to pafs at she end of four bundred and thirty years even 
the [elf fame day it came to puft, that allthe Hofts of the Lord went 


time. Many have been looking for light, buc behold darknefs, © 
Is it becaufe the thing is uncertain? No, but the reafon of 
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ovt of Egypt. God bad promifed Abraham that it fhould bs fo — 


four hundred and thirty years before, and we fee that he kept 
this word even toa day, Anditis faid concerning Jofeph Pfal. 
105.18,19. whofe feet they-bure with feccers, hewas laid in 
ion, wntil the.sinse that-bis word came, that isy was fullGlled: for 
i aerate e coring 
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fwoith incoming in the Scripture often noteth fu/fing. God had ‘long 
sum. »be‘ore thewed Jofeph ina dream, that he fhould be advanced 
highly, and when) the time for accomplifhing that word was 
fultilled, Jofeph was made to forget all his troubles, 
©. Thetime for Repentance is inthe hand of God, . Hence net 
onely Repentance it felt, but the time for it is faid to be his Gift, 
as. haye lately and largly endeavoured to fhew you in my courfe 
_ On the (econd Chapter of tke Revelation you have jheard how the 
Lord there {pake unto Jezebel, 7 Save ker fpacetorcpent, Every 
_Mans day of grace (chat hath fuch a day) is in Gods hand. 
Hence itis thac fome have afar longer day of grace continued 
tothem then others have, fome their day of graceis atan end 
\Whilttin youth, ochers their day.continuech. untill their middle 
, age,fome to old age, Is this from themfelves ? No,but.from the 
- Lord. You have often heard that life time in this world is a time 
for Repentance, while a finner is alive, itis poflible that if he 
{eek the Lord he may find him, He may poftibly obtain the 
_ Pardon of his fins, and the falvation of his foul, by Faith in Jefus 
«Chri, but when once his Soul isout-ofhis body, when once 
heissdead (dying in his fins) icis ‘impofitble, God that cannot 
-lye having declared that it fhall then never be. Now the lives 
of men are in the hands of God; therefore Daniel faid unto that 
king, Chap. §. v.23... the-God in whofe hand thy breath ss, and 
whofe.are all thy wayes haft thou not glorified, The time of profpe- 
city is a’ day of; grace, when aman doth enjoy Health, Eafe, 
Strength &c, itis che fitteft Seafon in the world torepent, and 
make his peace with Godin. Now this tinte you heard but now. 
us inthe Lords, hand, , While the bleff-d Spirit of God continu- 
seth fciving wich the.Soul, thats!a day of grace indeed, When 
you are convinced, awakened, affeQed in. any: meafure by the 
-word.or works, of God, then is an happy time co repent in. 
Now that Seafon is furely inthe Lords hand, for who hath di- 
sxeéted the Spirit.of the Lord, or who hath been his ‘Counfellor. ? 
Z wherefore the Apoftle faith Phil, 2.1 3514. Work out your owe 
<Salvation'with fear-and. trembling, for itis Gad that worksth in 
-you both ro will and to doe of bis awn good pleafure, AS if it were 
faid, Tremble to mifs Gods Seafon, you know not how foon 
| God may ceafe working in your hearts by his Spirir, The time 
| ofthe Lords workitg.opon:the:hearts:of. men, is ashe thal 
A: aa | £4 ; pleafe 
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wuld Thus have ‘wee -feen what ‘timesiare in’ the Lords ; 
jand, : j 8Mw nom bas 
The next thing is to enquire, How it doth appear that the 
imes of men are in Gods hand 

For Anfwer wee fhall only mention two things as Demiz- 
byations of chis truth, | ge dr § MENT 
 Firft it ts evidene in that God bath decried and determined whiat~ 
ver cometh to pafs in the world. The Lords. will, his eternall 
yurpofe and decree is fometimes expreffed by his Hand Ads. 
4.28. for to doe what(oever thy hand and thy coun fel determined 
vefore to be done, For as men doe work and accomplifh their 
iefigns by their hands, fo doth the Lord accomplifh all his 
vorks by the power of of his own will Ephe, 1. 11. He work= . 
th all things after the Counfel of bis own will, Thewill of God 

sa working will, chereforeitis fet forth by that of his hand, 
fwo things are certain, firft that whatever God doth- will (that 
's decree) foall [urely come to pafs Job. 42.2. No thought can bei 
vitholaen from thee. If God have a thought in his heart to doe: 
his or that, none can hinder him from performing the thoughts’ 
and intents of his heart, -Heie of one mind and who can turn 
him? Wai.r4.27. For the Lord of Hofts hath parpofid and wha: 
ball difannl it 2? and bis hand w ftretched out and Who forall: 
turn it back ? Hence the will of God is faid-to be ZrrefiPible, 
Rom. 9.19. who hath refifted his wih? No one can hinder him® 
‘rom having his holy willin whatever he hath amind to accom-’ 
plith. Again, itisas true that what doth’ come to pals Was- 
rft determined by the Lord. Therefore fames when. he was 
peaking inthe Synod at Jerufalem had this faying; Sia ged 
God are all bis works from the beginning of the world AXs, %ii§.18,’ 
If God doth fore-know whatever things thall come to pafs, he 
ult needs wil/ chem or nil/them,but they do net come to: pafs 
againft the Lords will,or whether he w'll or ne, Certainly tt Is im: 
his hand to prevent any thing that cometh to pafs tn the world, 
Thereis no profperous or comfortable event at any time haps 
neth, but it was before appointed by the Lord, noris there 

ny evill hapneth buc according to the determination: of the 
bly wifeGod, The moft difmall Providence when once At 1s 
complifhed, wee may know thar this was decreed. before 
che world began, yea from Eternity, When Jelus. Chriit a ; 
was hal Ne a” 
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Son of God was hanged and Crucified, that was the Rrangeft 
and moit difmal providence that ever was fince the world began, 
yet this was decreed from eternity Acts, 2.23. Him being de- 
Livered by the deterwminat: Counfel and foreknowledg of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked bands have Crucified and Slain, And par- 
ticularly there is an holy and eternal Decree refpecting the 
times.of men Job. 7.1. Is there not au apprinted time to man upon 
the earth? - Atts. 17.26. God hath aetermixed the times before 
appointed, ; 

2. Another demonftration of the truth before is this, 
There isa Providence in every thing that cometh ta pa(s, God 
doth execute his decree by his works of Creation and Provi- 
dence, Gods Providence is that whereby he doth difpofe of (nog 
only fome things bur) all things as fhall be for his own glory. 
Thofe things which as ro men are moi fortuitous acci- 
dental! and cafual, in refpe& of God are purpofely and provi- 
dentially ordered, for example, Ca{ual Homicide, whena man 
kills another accidentally againft his will, che holy bl: fled God 
ordered that matter on purpofe, upon holy grounds and for 
holy ends, Seeaclear seriprure for this Exod, 24.12, Hethat 
fmiterh aman fothat he dye hall farely be put to death, But if aman 
lye not in Wait, but God deliver him into his band, then wll J ap- 
point thee a place whither he feall fice. S@ that ifa man happen 
to kill anocher againft his will, God delivers the man that is 
flain into the hands of him that {mote him, which “evidently 
Sheweth chat there is a providence of God inall fuch Ca/ualtyes, 
Soin Lettery asco maenthe thing is doubrfull and fortuitous, 
which way the Lor fhall fall, bue God hath beforehand contri: . 
ved, and will by an effectuall Providence order accordingly how 
the ching fhall be Prov. 16,33. 7 he Lot is caft into the lap (fo 
was the Cuftom in Solomons dayes) dnt the whole difpofing there 
of ts of the Lord, Thereis not the leaft matter cometh to pafs 
inthe world without the Providence of God Mat. 10.29. Are 
not two Sparrows fold for a Upton and one of them foall not fall te 
the ground withent your Father, but the very hairs of your bead 
are allnembred, The meaning is, that chere is an hand of Pro- 

vidence in all events, yea inthe {malleft matters that happen 
- inthe world, Sure then there isnot any greatand folemn and - 
- awful] event hopning ax any time inany place but che hed f 
as Ving 
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Divine Providence is therein, and that not only as to the thing» 
butas to the time and manner and all eircumftances whac- 
foever that may occur: if a Sparrow doth not fail to the 
ground without God, much fefs doth a man fall into the grave 
Pefpecially if the fall be fudden and awfall) but there is a 
{pecial Providence therein. : . 
But the eruch of this Doctrine will appear further by {peaking 
tothe grounds and Reafons of it, wee fhall bricfly mention two. 
Real 1, Becanfe men are the Lords Creatures therefore itis but 
_ reafon that their Times fhould be in his hand, Heis our Maker 
Pal, 95 6. Come lee us worfhip and bow down, let us kneel before 
Godour maker, Soin PLaf. 100.3. Kuow yethat the Lord he ws 
God, it is bethat made us and not wee oar (elves, Yea and God 
hath mide usfor himfelf, for his own ufe and fervice Rev.4.1 1. 
Thou haft created all things, for thy pleafure they are and were Cre- 
ted. \f a man makea ching for another aud not for himfelf, 
he hath not fuch power to difpofe of it, but iffe make it 
for himfelf he may difpofe of it thus or fo, as fhall feem 
good unco him > now God hath made us for himfelf and not 
| for another, therefore he may well difpofe of us, and of our 
| times. as fhall feem good unto him. . 
! Reaf, 2. From the abfolute Dominion which the Lord bath cver as, 
| Wee may reafon from the, Soveraigaty of the moft high. And 
| this followech from the former: Inafmuch as God hath made 
us, thereforehe hath an abfolute dominion over us Rom. 9. 
22. Hath not the Potter power over the clay, of the fame lump 


| hathakind of abfolute power over che Clay, for he may difpofe 
ofit thus or fo, as hall feem good unto him, Wee are before 
| Gadas the Clay is before the Potter, wherefore the Scripture 
{peakech much concerning that abfolute Dominion which the 
Lord hath over his Creatures, Deut.32.39. See now that I 
even [ am be and there sno God with mee, I kill and 2 make 
alive, I wound and heal neither 1 there any that can deliver 
out of myhand. At the fame time fome are wounded and not 
ochers, fome are killed by the fame blow and others are -kept 
alive, among(t wounded ones fome are healed and others fhall 
| nor recover, why? Icis che Lord that doth thefe,things and hath 
power fo co doe, Wherefore ep faidco Job, Chap. 33. 12) 
w: 
| ‘ 
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| to make one velfel to honour and another to difoonour. The Potter. 
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t will an/wer thee that God as greater ‘than man, Why doft thon 
frive againft him for he giveth no account of any of bis matters, 
thatis to fay heis not bound to give any account of any-of his 
matters, though fometimes he condefcends unto it, yet that is 
more then he is obliged unto, faith Elibz. God may take 
from ttee chy eftate, and chy Relations, all by one fudden awfull 
blow of his hand, and yet never tellthee why he doth fo. Such 
is the abfolute Soveraignty and high Supremacy which the 
glorious and eternall God hath over his Creatures, So that 
well did Nebuchadnezzar make confeflion faying, all the Inka- 
bitants of the earth are reputed as nothing and ke doth according to 
hiswillinthe Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth, and there is none can flay his hand, or fay unto him 
what doft thon, Dan. 4.35. No man bathan abfolute Dominion 
over others foas that his Will fhall be his Rule, but God 
mofthigh hath fucha Dominion, fo as that it is impoflible 
that he fhould doe any wrong unto his Creatures, however 
he difpofe of them or of their Times. 

Wee come now to Infer fome Ufes from this Deérine. 
This Truth may be applyed, 1. By way of In/truction, 

2. Byway ofConfolation 3. Qf Reprekenficn. 4. BY 
way of Exhortatoin and Dircélton. 
We. ox, Of Inftru@ion in two Particulars, 

1. [ncafe wee enjcy good times, if Wee [ee good dayes this fhew~ 
sth 2s xnto whome wee ought to be thankefull, even unto thac God 
in whofe hand our Times are. If wee have our lives when 
others are fnatched away by Death, if wee have health when 
others arein ficknefs,if wee have eafe when others have broken 
bones and are in extremity of angu'th, let us befor ever thank- - 
full unto God, 1f wee have plenty when others arein wants, as 
at this’day our Neighbours are affidted with great Scar city as to 
Provifion, but we have Plenty , let not the Lord have caufe to 
complain again{t us,as fometimes againft the Church of Ifrael, 
Hof. 2.8. shee did not know that I gave ber Corn. Wee alfo enjoy 
the Jikertyes of the Gojpel ,and-in that refpect fee good dayes AS 
when thofe Libertyes are taken away, the dayes are evill Eph. 93 
16, Redeem the Time, for the dayts are evil. Why were, they 
namely in refpect of fore Perfecutions raifed againtt the 
4 God, therefore when there is no: Perfecution (ag 

| through 
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hrough Grace with us) there is not, thofe'are sood diayes; 
nd wee ought then to be thankfull ro God on the accduat 
hereof, And inafmuch as that God, in whofe hand is our Time 
lath fo ordered as that wee are brought iato tle worldin thefe 
soipel dayes, wee owe him Ever lafting praifes on that accounr, 
Vee might have been born in thofe titnes of Ignorance, when 
Sod fufferedsall nations to walk in their awn wayes, evenin 
hofe dark ages of the world, which were before the Sun of 
‘ighteoufnefs did arife upon the earth, and fo have perifhed 
or lack of knowledge: but God hath given us to live all our 
dayes under the light of the Gofpel.. And have not many of 
vou hada long day of Grace ? There ate fome of you that God 
nwhofe handare your times, hath continued to you the day of 
srace, twenty,thircy,yea forty years and-more to fome of you, 
Chankfully acknowledge the Grace ofthe Lord toward you. 

| Anftrud, 2. This teacheth us a Lelfon of Humility and Sub- 
miffion tothe will of Godin caferwee fee evill dayes. Ifa change 
of times come upon us or ours, thehand ofthe Lord isin it, 
ind therefore to be patient and hambleis thar which becometh 
Ss, Amos, 3.6; Shall there be cvill inthe city andthe Lord hath 
yot dane it? Shallany evill happen ina Town, or in a Family 
ind che Lord not have an holy overruling hand init? The Lord 
>wneth evill of affiction as his Creature, Ifai. 45.7. I form 
be light, awd I Create darkne/s, I make peace and create evill, 
| the Lord doe all thefe things. Wherefore if any afflidive Pco- 
yidence do befall us, wee fhould fay as E/i did, when he firlt 
jeard of fuch an awfull Providence befalling his Family, as 
nade the ears of every one that heard it totingle, he faid it w 
be Lord, let him doe whar feemeth him good, 1, Sam, 3.18, And 
pone itis our beft andwifeft way, yea.and yo will be unto us, 
hee will not fubmit to'the’ Soveraigne will and pleafure of the 
Almighty, when: once his'willis manifefted, Ifai. 45.9. Woe vate 
ye that ftriveth with his Ataker, God will have the maftery 


iver his Creatures, and-will make them know that heis above 
them; and thereforeit is in vain for any to ftruggle againit God, 
tis great fin and folly fo to dee, : 

\Ufe, 2. Of Confolation to the Children of God,and it muft needs 
jea Confideration full of glorious Confolation unto them if 
hey doe by faith} apprehend this truth,that all their times are 
ae B 2 : in 
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ia the hand of their Father. 
: Wee fhall mention twoor three comfortable Meditations 
ere. 

1. Jf their Times arein Gods hand, then all their other ccn- 
cernmints whatfoever arein his hand. his followeth by parity 
of reafon, Your lives are in Gods hand, heis the God of wy 
life faid David, Our health is inhis hand, Hee # the health of 
my countenence, Our Eftates are in his hand, who is able to 
keep them,and whofe biefling alone maketh rich, Our Relations 
are in his hand, fome-of you have Relations abfent from you afar 
off upon the Sea, or in Countreys remote, remember they are 
in the hand of God wherefoever they may be. Orbers cf you 
have near Relations, Children pehaps fick andin danger of death 
remember @hat they alfo are in Gods hand, 

2. Heace they cre inthe beft hand that tofibly canle, You 
ean not wifh your times or concernments in a better hand, they 
are in a wife hand, he is the only wifeGod, They are ina 
Faichfull hand. Ic was Dr Priftcns expreflion, that if the cafe 
were fo with himthat he might fpeak but three words before 
hewent out of the world, thefe fhould bethe words, GOD 
IS FAITHFULL. Andin an able, yea in an Allfvfficient hand, 
John. 10.29. Ady Father vs greater then all, no man ws able to 

luck, them cut of wy Fathers hand. Thisisa great comfort to 
them that have faith toimprove it. Ifa man be fick isit not a 
comfort to him to be inthe hand ofa skilfull, faichfull, com- 
paffionate, Phyfitian, So it is here. Tet : 

3, Here ws ground of Comfort againft all the defiens of Satan, 
and bis Inftraments Our times are notin Satans hand, the Lord 
faidto him concerning Job, exch not bis life. The Devill 
would fain have taken Jobs life from him, but he ccuid not dee 
it, becavfe it was notin bis hand, It istrue, thatitis faid of the 
Divill that he hath the power of Drab Hebr, 2. 14. Econ He 

is employed in great and fgnall Judgments, toinfict deat 
fie upon ates and re Jews of old had an opinion, that great and 
I-ayq. Sudden cefirrQions were all wrovebt by fim, bur then he muft 
bes. have a commiffion froma higher hard, or he can doe nothings 
| And the like muft be faid concerning his Inftruments inthe © 
world, Wee fee in this context there were thofe that defigned 
| to take away Davids life, verfe, 13. againft me thy devifedeve © 
, Paar 
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cake away my life, but they could never doit, becaufe his times 
werein Gods hand and nocintheirs, So Herod fought Chrifts 
life, and after that the Jews would have killed him, and had ma- 
ny a fair opportunity fo to doe, and yet it wes not at thofe times 
accomplifhed when it was eafy to have been done, forafmuch 
as the Lords time was not yet come, John. 7. 30. 
| Ufe 3. Let it be of fad and folemn Reprcof, there are feveral 
forts of men that fall under Conviction and juft Reprehenfion 
here, 

1. This condemns thofethat will be curicefly ngquiring into 
koe times that Ged keeps in his own bands alixe, The Dicipies 
themfelves were once blameworthy inthis refpect, Acts. 1.6,7. 


| reproved becaufe they could not difcern the figns of the times. 
| into. He bath rold us how long the Reign of Anti-Chrift fhall 


‘lity to be enquiring into that time. But thereare fome that 


great is their finand folly that will goe about to Ceter mine 
i], 


awa ee 
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es deter mir ing the year when the day of Judgment fhall begin, }<F* : 
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Pu: (alchovgh i deny not but that the ege wherein thaccay aa 


{hall begin may be conjectured at) Chrift bath feid of thar ecy dc figris. 
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that it may be every day, and the Lord hideth it frora you, thar 
fo you might live every day as ifit were your laft, 


eT 


2. This Reproverh thofe that build upon the time to come, that 
fay hereafter they will doe this and that and the other thing. the 
Apotile fpeaketh of fuch and reproveth them, Jam. ACY 14: 
Goe toa now you that (ay to morrow wee will goeto [uch a City, and 
continue there a year whereas ye know not what fall be on the mor- 
row ; for what és your life? tt wcven a Vapour that appeareth for 
a little time and then vanifuth avvay. Icis too much prefumption 
for you to allot uponthe time to come, which is not in your 
hands, but in Gods only, How doe fome fay that hereafter 
they will repent of their Sins, This is the evill which Youn 

men are efpecially guilty of, The Young manth’nks with him. 
felf, Ile repent and endeavour to make my peace with God when 
old age is come upon me, but how doft thow know that thoy 
fhalt livetill old age ? Ic may be that God in whofe hand is thy 
time, will not fuffer thee co five fo long. It is faid, one dyeth in 
full frength, Job, 21.23, Doe wee not fee examples. for it bes 
fore our eyes from day to day ? How-doft thou know but ithar 
thon: foalt: dye in thy full fRrength? Another. faith, Ie repent 
when I come to lye upona fick bed, & a deach bed, but it. may 
be thou fhale not dye in thy ibed and howthen? fr may be 
thou fhalt have no ficknefs before death, Death may come 
upon thee and not give thee a moments warning, Remember 


that Scripture, Prov, 27.1, Boaft wot thy felf of to morrev thou ; 


Kwoweft not what a day may bring forth, O what did one day 
-bring forth this laft week, one morning the other day. broughe 
forth chat which will never be forgotten by many here prefent, 

3. This Reproveth thofe that doe provoke the Lord to cut of” 
their time. The Sinsof men provoke God to fhorten their 
time and dayes in this world, Alas! it is. not long 
fince 1 did upon a very fad occafion infift upon thofe words, 

Eeclef, 7.17, Be not overmuch wicked, neither be thou foolifa, 
Sor why flouldeft thon dye before thy time? Great fins bring une 

timely death, Drunkenefs, Swearing, . Sabbath-breaking,, 

Atheifme, Negleé& of Prayer, and the like evills bring untime- 

*ty death upon thofe that are fo guilty, efpecially if they. have 
had many offers of grace, Pfal, 81,13,1 3. @ thar'my Prople bad 
bearkewed to nies their time foanld have endured, But when pt 
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will not hearken to God, he wil not fuffer theic time to endure 
ong, There was an awfull Providenc:amongit us above a yeat 
igoe, which you may remember oceafioned the preaching of 
‘everall Sermons from that Scrip:ure, Prov. 29.1. He that 
biing often reproved hardneth his neck, foall fuddenly be deftroy- 
rdand that without remedy, 

Ule 4. Of Exhortationto Santi fiethe Name of God when wee fee 

his hand putting an end to the time of thefe or thefe in an awfull 
Wanner, 
1 would apply this particularly with refpc & to that fatal & difmal 
Stroke which hapned amongft us the latt week, That Providence 
is it felf a loud Sermon, it is a warning: piece from Heaven, andjf 
God Preach, his Minifters fhould preach too. It may not be 2- 
mifs then to Second this Solemn work of God with a Solemn 
word, 

. Some Cenfiderations and Direétions let me fet before you. 

Confider, 1. How awfully this Providence  Circumftanced, 
It isfoin refpce& of thetime when it happens, even at a time 
‘when the Lord is frowning upon us, and threatnirg of usin 
other refpeéts. The Lords hand is at this day ftretched our a- 
gainft our Brethren ina neighbour Plantation, and God ex- 
pcets that wee fhould: take notice of it, and be warned by it, as 
fometimes it was faid concernir g Jerufalem, Zeph. 3.6,7. Jbave 
cut off the Nations, and Ifaid{urely thou wilt fear me, thon wilt 
receive Inftradtion. When the Lords hand was upon Neigh- 
bouring Places, he locked that Jerufalem fhould thereby take 


God faith, fure New-England will fear me and receive In- 
\fMtrucion. i 
This providenceis likewife awfully Circumftanc d,in that it 
‘cometh ata time when there are lamentable Out breakings of 
Iniquity. Not long fince two AZurtherers were executed amongtt 
us, and fincethat another horrid Murther difcovered, and ic 
isto be feared chat many will be found with the guilt of blood 
in their Skirts. ; . 
And this Providence is awfully Circumftanced, in refpect of 
| the fuddenefs of this fatal blow, no warning given of it before- 
‘hand, no aan that expected or ever thought of fuch a thing 
till the moment wherein the difmal blow was given. 


And 


/ warning, fo now that the Famine is hke to prevail upon Virginia, - 
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And awfully Circumftanced in refpect of the number of Per- 
fons whom the hand of che Lord hath fallen upon, no de/s 
then nine Perfons, and three of them already dead, belides enovher 
that was taken away by fudden death the very fame day, 

And awiully Circumflanced in refpeet of che quality of the 

_ Perfonswhom the Lord hath taken away, [ mean with refpec 


Samue “ ere . 
er ge wr £0 hole two who were of this Congregation, The Commion- 
Breake. wealth hatha lois in refpe& ofthem both, fince it muft needs 


be acknowledged that they had more of a publick, noble, 
generous fpirit then can, be faid of moft «mongit us, Yea 
and the Church alfo hatha great lofs in refpect of one of them, 
eventhe Church wherofhe was a member, fice thac he did 
Jndaftrioufly fer himfelf to promote the welfare ofthe Church 
as well as of che Common-wealth, I have heard ic irom feme 
thar knew it, that his Mother who wasa precious gouly woman 


had a particular faith for chac fon of hers, fhe beleived that God - 


would blefs him and make him a bleffing in his Generation, and 
wee bave feen that his godly Mothers faich was notin vain for 
him, bus therefore the lofsisthe greater, and the providence 
the more awfull . | 
Confider 2. That there are no perfonsin all the world unto 
whom God [peaketh by this Providence as he doth tous. Indeed 
the Lord {pe2keth thereby unto others, yea unto all that fhall 
hear of it, Hee fpeaketh to New-Exgland, and more particu- 
larly this is a {peaking Providence to Boffon, but moft of allte 
us of this Congregation, in that they whom the Lord hath 
(lain were of us, This thing hath been done in our hearing 


and before our eyes, our eyes have beheld the Slaughter which. 


the Lord hath made, yea and by their Deaths he hath wounded 
us, Come let us return to the Lord, for he hathtorn us, he 
hath fmitten us. 

Confider, 3. That this cs not the firft warning which the Lord 
hath gives ws, How many fudden deaths have there been ? Not: 
to mention things of an elder date, which in the day of them 
1 have not been altogether wanting to mind you of. This lat 
year wee have thus been warned, not once nor twice, This 
Spring feverall amongft us have been fnatched away by fudden 
Rrokes ofthe Lordshand, And it is nota year apse (hardly 


three quarters ofa year) figce there wag fuch another awfull 
g ofa year) uke: b | meas 
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is that which] am now fpeaking of, when that Shop was blown 
ap wich a Barrel of Powder, and one man was killed, and (as f 
remember) feven or eight wounded. Now it is to be feared 
that wee were not affected and awakened with that Stroke as 
hould have been, and therefore the Lord is put tponitto 
bring another more awfull then the former. 

| Confider 4. That if wee doe not fanétifie the Name of God 
under this awfull Previdence, Lamentable things wil follow, 
Sfai, 26.11. Lord when thyhand ws lifted np they wil not (ce, 
but they foall (ee and be afhamed, Wo to us if wee.will not fea 
‘when the Lords hand is lifted upin fuch anawfull manner, 
what can wee then expect but utter Confuficn? wee may 
‘then expeé that che Lord hath not yet done withus. No, He 
will not turn away from his anger, but his hand will be ftrecched 
‘out fill, Then look for it, the Lord will take away others that 
‘are ufefull, ferviceable, and defirable,; and if he take away a 
few fuch what a naked deftitute people will you be? yea we may 
‘then expect that there fhallbe Calamity, and Lamentation ge- 
\neraly. Yt is mentioned as a dreadfull Prefage of general! Ca- 
| lamity coming upon the Children of Ifrael when itis faid that 
God overthrew [ome of them as he overthrew Sodom and Gomorha, 
that is by fuddenand fiery deftruction, Amos. 4.11. And Cbriit 


which came upon a few of them, did (without repentance) fore- 
jrun and foretella day of generall Calamity coming upon them, 
Luke, 13.3,5. 


the Lords Name under this awfull hand of his upon us ? 
Anfw. Follow thefe Direéions. 

1. Take notice of the band of God in this that is come to pafs. 
| Doe rot think that chisisa meer accident or chance, the Phi- 
| liftines were willing to think fo when the hand of the Lord was 
| wponthem, 1. Sam, 6.9. 7 hen (fay they) wee fall know that it 
ts net bis hand that [mote ws, it was achance that bapnedto ws. 
| Chriftians fhould know and fpeak otherwife, it is not a Chance 

chat hath hapned cous, but affuredly itis the hand of the Lord 

| char hath fmitten us : therefore eye his holy hand, efpecially you 

i ¢hat were any way related to thofe thatare now dead, you 

fhould eyethe hand of the Lord, that fo you may be ea 
z Cc an 


| 


‘doth intimate to the Jews, that fudden and awfull deftruction - 


You will fay but what hall wee doe that fo wee may fanctifie 
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"in fecret places becaufe of this thing. [c wou 
“befaid ofus as fometimes of Ifrael, {fai,g2.25. He hath pos- 


’ Shall che anger of ch 
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and Humble under his Difpenfations toward you, Thus it was 
with that godly woman Naomi, when moft bitter bereavements 
cameupon her, whenher husband and other near and dear 
Relations were f{natched from her, fhe confidered chat che hand 
ot the Alm ghty was in thofe Killing Strokes. ‘The hand of the 
Lordis gone out againit me, the Almighty hath dealc very 
bitterly wich me, the Lord hath ceftified againit me,and the Al- 
mighty hath af.@ed me, Ruth, 1.13,20,21. And thus it was 
with David when thofe Calamityes which the Text fcemeth to 
have refpe& unto, did befall him, Pfal. 39.9580. 7 was dumb, 
I opened not my mouth becaufe thou didff it, remove thy ftroke away 
from me, I am confamed bythe Blow of thine hand, Believe 
ir, this ftroke is che Lords ftroke, this blew is the blow of Gods . 
hand, the Lord himfelf hath doneit, Think of that, chat fo you 
may fic downin Silence before the Lord. If a man did fee the 
hae of the Almighry giving the biow, would he? durfthe fiad 
ault ? 

z. Lajittobeart. Icis not enough for us to take notice of 
the Lords hand, bu: wee muft labour to be duely affected there 
with, Eccle. 7.2. Lf better to goe tothe houfe of mourning then 
to the honfe of feafting, the Living. will lay it to his heant. Wee 
Mould wich Sorrow Lament over this dreadful dolefull breach, 
So did Mofes direct the Children of ffrael in the like cafe Lev. 
10.6. Let your Brethren, the whole boufe of Ifrael bewail the 


- burning which the Lor d hath kindled, There were two me! that 


were taken away our of che world by a fudden and fiery ftroke, 
and all cheir brethren even the whole houfeofilfrael mu La- 
ment for it. Truly fo it hath beea amoagt u3, Two mea have 
dyed Suddealy and.chat by fite too, AO it concerns usto be- 


w ail the buraing which the Lard hath kintled, wee fhoald mourn 
ld be fad if ic fhould 


red on bim the fury of bis anger, and ithath fet him ow fire roan: 
about, yet he knew not,and it burned him, yet he laid it aot to heart. 
» Lord be burniag-rouid about us, and 


yer wee not lay it to heart ?° oh 
‘Let us adore the hand of God, Wee read concerning. Job, 


that when the Lord brought thofe fudden changes upon him, by 
_ the Deaffi of near Relations, 


and the lofs of his etace, He-fee 
bx eee area. 
| + 
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The Times of men are in the hand of God 
ywn upon the ground and worfripped. Job.1.20. Wee fhould 


arn fuch things into Prayer and humble adoration before the — 


ord, Adore his greatnefs, his foveraignty, his power, his 
jifdome, his righteoufnefs, who may at his pleafure punifh us 
ir ours, and it is not for usco fay unto him what doit thou ? 

4. Leus labour to underftand the Lords mind and meaning 


ead? No, butco be Inftruétions and warnings to the living, 
wy fo chey may be awakened to unfaigned Repentance for all 


fallea, and fundry of chem flain thereby,were Sinners ane 
in Roften, Ucell you nay, but except you repent you flaall likewife 
Iperith. Efpecially repent of chofe fins which bring fuch awful 
Iktrokes as thefe, Security is fucha fir, when myitical Babylon 
chat is Rome) faith 1 fhall fee no forrow, then doe her Plagues 
tome in one day, death and mourning, When men cry prac’, 

seace, then cometh fudden deftruction. The Lord roares frous 
ibn high that he may awaken Sinners out oftheir Security, i And 

Xi fregara tothe word of God is that which brings fuch difmal Pies 
;dences upon poor Creatures, When men regard noe the fill 
yoice of the word, Mountaines are rent, and Roc’ are broken 
in pieces before che Lord, Hence it is tnat the mof ee 
| etapa Ep eid 5 Providences 
| 
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The Times of men areinthe hand of God 


Providerces are ufualy in thofe places where the word of God 
is preached in the greateft power, God ss terrible ont of his help 
places. Have you noc obferved that there have been more Sud- 
den deaths, and awfull Tremendous d:fpenfations of divine Pro- 
viderces in Aew-Ergland then in any place where you have 
been ? How fo ? Even becau‘’e the word of God is plentifully 
and powerfully difpenfed throughout this Land, but men re- 
gard it not as they eught to doe, and therefore the Lord {peak- 
eth by bis Works, ina moit awfull manner from time to time, 
© think of it, and repent ! 

Laftly, Be prepared for chance of Times. Now you are ia 
Prefperity. but prepare for a day of Adverfity, who knoweth 
Low foon the Iniquity of thy heels will overtake thee, and the 
dayes of evill come upon thee? Efpecially prepare for that laft 
and great charge which will come upon every Soul amongit 
you, and you know not how foon or how fuddenly. And indeed 
thats the voice of the Lord inthis Providerce, Calling upon all 
that hear of it and, faying Prepare for Death\ Prepare for Death\ 
Prepare for Death) you know not but that you (as well as others 
that are gone may dye fuddenly. The beft manin this Congrega- 
tion, yea upon the face of the earth, may for ought that any one 
can fay, be (as Mofes was) fuddenly tzken out of the world. And 
therefore make fure of an Intereft in Jefus Chrift. If death come 
upon a man and fird him out of Chrift, it had been better for 
him that he had never been born, © tken labour to be found in 
him, rot having your own righteoufnefs, but that which is — 
through the Faith of Chrift. Wo for ever to that man, whom 
Death fhall find, having nothing but his own Righteoufrefs, It 
may be he is honeft in his dealings with men, and hath this or 
thac morall Qualification, but he is a ftranger to the righ- 
reoufnefs of Jefus Chrift, if death find bim in that eflace, he is 
undoneeternally,  Alfo fee that you keep in the Lords way be- 
caufe Death may ccme upon you fuddenly, and ifit fhould find 


you cut of Gods way, that would be uncomfortable, Tremem- 


ber one of the Artients maketh mention ofa womanthat was 
3 Lkriftian, who would needs go and fee a Stage- play ated, and 
when ane was there, God fuffered the Devill co take bodily 
sof ffion of nets and being demanded how he got pofleffion of 
poff. flion of ct. and 5 Ried ; precrres 

one that was a Chriluan, and repureda good woman? sf sf | 


The Times of men are inthe hand of God. 


(faid the Devill) 7 found her ix mine own ground, and therefore I 
might well take poffeffion of her, {peak not this to refit upon 
the dead, [know not but thac they might be in their way when 
this Stroke came upon them, but to Caution the living, Jf you goe 
ont of Gods way, the Devil finds you in his orn ground, and then 
_ are you expofed to great temptations and miferyes. O take heed 
of fining againft Ged. A Sinner it may be as foonas ever he 
hath finned, as foon as ever he hath fpoken a vain or wicked 
_ word, Death will feize upon him and carry him before the Tri- 
, bunall of the Lord, A Chriftian fhould often be propounding 
three Queftions to himfelf. 1. Whatam1? 2. Where am ? 
| 3, Whatdoel? phat am]? Am1ina good eltate fit to dye? 
| Am Lin Chrift, or am I not in Chrift? Am J one that truly 
| feareth God 2 And where am I? amJin the Place which God 
| would have mero bein ? Havela Callto behere? Axd what 
doe? Am J doing that which is pleafing in the fight of God ? Is 
_ the work which ]am about a good work, or an evill work? 
And he that fhali be as to his State as ought to be, and fhall 
| withall keep inthe Lords way, needs not fear any Death, No 
Death can hurt him though never fo fudden, But it he be found 
with Loyns girded, and Lamp lighted, He fhall goe into the 
Chambers of Everlafting reft and peace. Bleffed is chat Servant 
whom theLordat his Coming fhall find fo doing , yea Bicfled 
are they which dye inthe Lord, for they ceafe trem their La- 
bours and their Works follow them. - “ 


Tibi Domine. 
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Mather, Increase, 1639-1723. 

The times of men are in the hand of God. Or, 
A sermon occasioned by that awfull providence 
which hapned in Boston in New England, the 4th 
day of the 3d moneth 1675 (when part of a vesse 
was blown up .-.) wherein is showed how we show 
how we should sanctifie the dreadfull Name of 
God under such awfull Dispensations ... Boston 
Printed by John Foster, 1675. 
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